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Our Projects
We search SDSS quasar spectra for signs of gas absorption along the line-of-sight, here due to damped Lyman-o (DLA) systems, some also showing strong metal-absorption profiles. The
left panel focuses on The SDSS DLA Survey (Prochaska et al. 2005) and the right on The Metal-Strong DLAs (MSDLAs; Herbert-Fort et al. 2006). The MSDLA candidates, discovered in
tandem with the DLA search, were later followed-up with the Echellette Spectrometer and Imager (ESI) at Keck for accurate column density measurements of weak lines. We are currently
following-up more MSDLA candidates for higher-resolution data of their metal lines, as well as for N(HI) values of systems lacking Lyman-o coverage in the SDSS spectra
(minimum z_,_ ~ 2.1). We have updated many of our results using SDSS-DR5, and the full sample (over 1,000 DLAs) can be accessed at http://www.ucolick.org/~xavier/SDSSDLA/index.html
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